A total number of 35 spider species and more than 170 insect species from five orders were recorded from the southeast of Poltava Region through the pitfall-trapping in the floodplain meadows. Six spider species, eight true bug species, and five beetle species are new for Poltava Region; one spider species (Pardosa maisa) and one fly species (Aphanotrigonum brachypterum) are new for Ukraine. For A. brachypterum, it is the first record from the East European Plain. Spider assemblages were the most abundant in the terms of species and individuals in a saline meadow while the beetles preferred mesic non-saline meadows. A checklist of collected species is given, and the geographic distribution of the rare species is discussed.
INTRODUCTION
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for Ukraine with two exclamation points (!!). All the collected spiders and insects have been given in the list despite the fact that some of them are not typical ground-dwellers and have fallen in the traps occasionally (marked with an asterisk *). The material was identified by the following authors: Aranei -N. Polchaninova, Hemiptera, Coleoptera (except Carabidae), and Hymenoptera (Mutillidae) -A. Drogvalenko, Carabidae -A. Putchkov, Diptera -I. Lezhenina. The spiders are deposited in N. Polchaninova' private collection; the insects are in the Museum of Nature of the V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National University (curator A.N. Drogvalenko).
3. Gryllotalpa gryllotalpa (Linnaeus, Family Leiodidae Short-horn flies (Brachycera: Diptera). The collected dipterans belonged to 16 families, but we have listed only seven which specimens were indentified to the genus and/or species level. The traps caught many typical herb-dwelling species, as a rule saprophagous developing in the grasses stalks. Aphanotrigonum brachypterum, a short-wing fruit fly from Chloropidae family, is of particular interest. According to the European Database, it is a quite rare species registered in the Great Britain, Denmark, Sweden, Germany, Hungary and Slovakia (Nartshuk & Andersson, 2013; Fauna Europaea, 2013) . In the Identification Guide of the Diptera of the European part of the USSR (Opredelitel'… 1970), it was referred to Western Europe with a note on possible finds eastwards. It is the first record of A. brachypterum in the East European Plain. In the studied locality, the species preferred mesic non-saline meadows.
The orthopterans in our collection included only three species from two families of the long-horn Orthoptera, and belonged to common species.
Only one species of collected hymenopterans was identified, the velvet ant Myrmilla glabrata. It parasitizes solitary bees and belongs to typical ground-dwelling insects.
CONCLUSIONS
Thus, despite a relatively short collecting period, in the southeast of Poltava Region there were recorded 35 spider species from 10 families and more than 170 insect species from 42 families and five orders. Nineteen species of various orders have been registered in Poltava Region for the first time. The species composition and arthropods' abundance (on the example of the spiders and beetles) differed significantly when comparing saline and non-saline meadows. The finds of a range of rare species as well as new species for Ukraine and the East European Plain indicate a high conservation value of the study area.
The obtained data are preliminary and may be extended and refined in the course of further research.
